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Our Vision: 

A resilient Boston through healthy, informed, and 
connected communities that are supported every 
day and during emergencies by strong, integrated 

public health and healthcare systems.

 Community fares better after 
an emergency

 Equitable access to health and 
human services during & after 
emergencies



The Impacts of Climate 
Change on Human 
Health in the United 
States: A Scientific 
Assessment (2016). 
U.S. Global Change 
Research Program.

Source: Balbus et al. 2016.2

https://nca2018.globalchange.gov/chapter/14/#fn:2








 Impact on: 

 Homeless 
Population

 Public 
Safety

 Hospitals

 Utilities 



 Though the experience of climate change 
is often shared among an entire 
population, not everyone is equally at 
risk of having a related poor health 
outcome. Age, economic resources, 
location, and other factors all contribute 
to differential impact that climate change 
may have on health (Health of Boston 
Report)

 Nothing about someone's race, national 
origin, age, etc., makes them inherently 
vulnerable: we see acknowledging 
vulnerability as an assessment of the 
system's deficiencies, rather than a 
judgment of Boston residents. (Resilient 
Boston)



Source: EPA



•56,000 Students

Boston Public Schools

• 60,000 residents

• Low Income, Elderly

Boston Housing Authority 

• BPHC Homeless Shelters = 707 Beds

•System= 1,571

Boston Public Health Commission



•84,000 Disability Classification

Disabilities Commission

• 54% of Elderly = Income Insecure

•38% of Elderly Live Alone

Elderly Commission

• ~ 180,000 Foreign Born Residents (27%)

•~ 108,000 Limited English (17%)

Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Assistance 



 Started in 2013

 Supported by PHEP 
funding

 Focused on 
promoting people 
and health

 Built on lessons 
learned from 
previous disasters delvalle.bphc.org

readysafehealthy.org



 Extreme Temperatures Plan 
will complement BPHC 
Emergency Operations Plan

 Health & Medical response plan 
for City of Boston (ESF-8)

 Will help inform and support 
OEM Extreme Temperatures 
Annex

 Plan will focus on public 
health and human health 
impacts of extreme 
temperatures citywide plan

 Materials providing 
consistency and resource 
access to be developed



The MIC is activated to support the public 
health and healthcare response to and 

recovery from emergencies in the City of 
Boston.
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